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Welcome to the first-ever EWBA Impact Report.

We pride ourselves on making sure our members are informed, strategic and
intentional about their candidate support—and now we want to make sure you are
just as knowledgeable about our organization itself. In the pages that follow you will
learn more about our history, growth, achievements, and financial structure. We
hope this information provides you with more content about our operations and
helps you further appreciate how EWBA adds value to your political giving in support
of women candidates.

The 2020 election cycle was certainly the most unusual in our six-year history—most
notable for its high highs and low lows. We met (in person!) in 2019 a record number
of times, and our events were dominated by support for the history-making
campaigns of multiple front-running women presidential candidates. Then we
ushered in 2020 and coronavirus soon brought our live gatherings to a screeching
halt, but that did not stop us from raising a record amount last year due in large part
to our two goal-shattering events for Veep candidate Kamala Harris. And we continue
to navigate the mixed emotions of the historic and thrilling victory of our new Vice
President with some devastating losses for women in the Senate and elsewhere
down-ballot.

EWBA is successful because of our community, and we could not do any of this
without you. Thank you for your support, your generosity, and your trust. As always,
your feedback and participation help make us even more effective, so please let us
know what you think about our new Impact Report.

In the meantime, we wish you a peaceful and healthy 2021. We hope you are still
basking in the glow of the historic Inauguration. We have made so much progress—
and we have a lot of work to do.

WELCOME
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2020

Electing Women San Francisco and Electing Women Silicon Valley were
founded separately as part of the newly formed Electing Women
Alliance (EWA), which included groups in Denver, Boston, Philadelphia,
Vail, and Los Angeles.

Electing Women San Francisco and Electing Women Silicon Valley
merged into Electing Women Bay Area, combining our operations into
one political action committee (PAC) and adding groups in the East Bay
and Wine Country. EWA further expanded by adding groups in Seattle,
Santa Fe, Atlanta, Chicago, Washington, DC, New York, and Austin.

Electing Women Bay Area raised record amounts during the historic
2020 election cycle, despite the pivot to virtual events as a result of
COVID-19. EWA hosted its first-ever national events for various
candidates, most notably VP nominee Kamala Harris.

2018

2016

OUR HISTORY

A LOOK BACK
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Electing Women Bay Area (EWBA) is a community of like-minded donors who come
together in support of Democratic women running for U.S. Senate, governorships,
and President. We have giving circles in San Francisco, Silicon Valley, East Bay, and
Wine Country. Our goal is to support women candidates while creating intention
and community around individual political giving. Members contribute to the
Electing Women Bay Area Political Action Committee (PAC), which sustains our
operations and makes direct contributions to candidates.

WHO WE ARE



Funds Raised for Candidates 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

$2,500,000 
$2,000,000 
$1,500,000 
$1,000,000 

$500,000 
$0 

$250,000 $539,000 $747,000 $881,000 $2,026,000

FUNDRAISING HIGHLIGHTS
The 2016 cycle was our first and we had a limited number of events. We were also
operating as separate groups: Electing Women San Francisco and Electing Women
Silicon Valley.

The sharp increase in donations to candidates in the 2018 cycle reflects the successful
merger of our operations, a favorable election year, and strong non-incumbent
candidates: Jacky Rosen, Kyrsten Sinema, Stacey Abrams, and Michelle Lujan Grisham,
among others.

In 2020, our numbers spiked due to record-breaking fundraising for Kamala Harris.
Early support for Jeanne Shaheen and Tina Smith paid off, but Senate non-incumbents
were ultimately unsuccessful due to factors unrelated to fundraising.

Our true impact is reflected in the total amounts we raise for candidates, and we
hear consistently that our support is a game-changer for incumbent and non-incumbent
women running both in primaries and general elections. This is particularly true early on
in an election, when fundraising success boosts a candidate’s viability and supports
critical early infrastructure.

CANDIDATE FUNDRAISING
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“You have this incredible gift and commitment to supporting
and encouraging women at the beginning of their careers.... So
many of you were there at the very beginning of my career and
have stuck with me throughout.... This is a group who is always

fighting for us to get one step closer to our ideals. You are
making this moment possible.”  
- Vice President Kamala Harris

“You all were the first ones to stand up. I've continued to speak of ‘my women's
group’ and the rock that they are in my life and how important it is for us as
women to stand together. We need each other and we need to lift each other up. I
am so very grateful to all of you for that early support." 
- Barbara Bollier, Kansas Senate candidate

“Y'all were there when we were laying the foundation for this race. Politics is like the
Olympics -- you  know a lot of work is going on in the background in the off years,

and you tune in and get entertained and frustrated and patriotic. And then you go
back to your lives. But you are the coaches and the athletes doing all the work in the

off season so we can perform and get the gold medal.”  
- MJ Hegar, Texas Senate candidate

Our candidates are always quick to let us know the difference we make in their
campaigns. We hear again and again how critical our support is, particularly early on
in the cycle. Specifically, they remind us about the power of women supporting
women. We’ve pulled out just a few of our favorite words of thanks.
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OUR IMPACT

IN THEIR WORDS



WOMEN WHO WON
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In 2019, we made a bold strategic decision to support multiple frontrunning and
highly qualified women presidential candidates so they would be competitive with
their male counterparts and post impressive fundraising numbers. We are proud to
have raised over $500,000 for the presidential campaigns of Kirsten Gillibrand, Amy
Klobuchar, Elizabeth Warren, and Kamala Harris.

In 2020, we held only one in-person event before we were forced to shift quickly to
virtual events. We protected incumbents Jeanne Shaheen and Tina Smith but were not
able to make new gains for women in the Senate. We were proud to support
Democratic women running in 7 Senate, 9 House, and 2 gubernatorial races. However,
our greatest success comes with the historic election of Vice President Kamala Harris,
the first woman, and first woman of color, elected to the vice presidency.

2020

Catherine Cortez Masto (Senate, NV), Tammy Duckworth (Senate, IL),
Kamala Harris (Senate, CA), Maggie Hassan (Senate, NH)

Kate Brown (Governor, OR), Michelle Lujan Grisham (Governor, NM), 
Gretchen Whitmer (Governor, MI), Eleni Kounalakis (Lt. Governor, CA),
Katie Hill (House, CA), Katie Porter (House, CA), Tammy Baldwin (Senate,
WI), Maria Cantwell (Senate, WA), Dianne Feinstein (Senate, CA), Kirsten
Gillibrand (Senate, NY), Amy Klobuchar (Senate, MN), Jacky Rosen
(Senate, NV), Kyrsten Sinema (Senate, AZ), Tina Smith (Senate, MN),
Elizabeth Warren (Senate, MA)

Cindy Axne (House, IA), Anna Eshoo (House, CA), Katie Porter (House,
CA), Jeanne Shaheen (Senate, NH), Tina Smith (Senate, MN), Kamala
Harris (Vice President)

2018

2016

OUR WINNERS



In 2020 alone, EWBA raised an additional $1.4 million for the Biden-Harris ticket
through memorable and exciting events with Kamala herself. Indeed, it is widely
believed that Kamala’s strong fundraising record was a factor in Biden’s decision to
select her as his running-mate. EWBA is proud to have supported Kamala throughout
her career, beginning with her Senate race in 2015-2016 and then again in the 2019-
2020 cycle. This video, which we first showed at our EWBA event with Kamala on Sept.
1, showcases her history-making nomination and our support of her campaigns
throughout her career. Click here to watch the video.

"But while I may be the first woman in this office, I will not be the last, because every little
girl ... sees that this is a country of possibilities. And to the children of our country,

regardless of your gender, our country has sent you a clear message: Dream with ambition,
lead with conviction, and see yourselves in a way that others may not, simply because
they’ve never seen it before, but know that we will applaud you every step of the way." 

- Vice President Kamala Harris 

MADAM VICE PRESIDENT
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uvlfpBlk1wf5zeS9XvaOQI98dgAgSoWg/view?usp=sharing


The 2020 election cycle was historic on several fronts: multiple qualified women ran
for president, we commemorated the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, and
women donors broke new records for political giving: The share of women giving
money to political campaigns jumped from 28 to 43 percent. Over 48 percent of
contributors to President Joe Biden were women, according to the Center for
Responsive Politics. The power of EWBA and our donor community—105 members
strong in 2020—makes us a reliable fundraising anchor for women candidates.

NPR: 2020 Is The Year Of The Woman Donor: Campaign Contributions Surge
CNN: New Analysis Shows How Women Helped Fuel A Biden Fundraising Surge

USA Today: Women Donors Emerge As Power Brokers In 2020 Election
F ortune: Women Are Making More Big Political Donations in 2020 Than Ever Before

EWBA members celebrated
Inauguration Day with special
edition Madam VP treats from
Republic Restoratives Distillery
and Smitten Ice Cream.

THE POWER OF WOMEN DONORS
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MAKING NEWS
Electing Women Bay Area was highlighted in four national stories covering the
increasing role of women donors.

https://www.npr.org/2020/09/03/908254716/2020-is-the-year-of-the-woman-donor-campaign-contributions-surge
https://www.cnn.com/2020/10/26/politics/women-donors-biden-fundraising/index.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/elections/2020/10/25/women-stepping-up-campaign-donations-help-democrats-flip-senate/5968819002/
https://fortune.com/2020/09/04/2020-election-political-donors-women-female/
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Letitia Clark George, Tustin
City Council, (Lost); Maureen
Craft, Elk Grove City Council,
(Lost); Nichelle Henderson,
LA Community College
Board, (Won); Holly
Mitchell, LA County Board
of Supervisors, (Won);
Rhodesia Ransom, San
Joaquin County Board of
Supervisors, (Lost); Treva
Reid, Oakland City Council,
(Won); Lateefah Simon, SF
BART Board of Directors,
(Won); Dr. Alisha Wilkins,
Temecula City Council, (Lost);
Carolyn Wysinger, West
Contra Costa Unified School
Board, (Lost) 

EWBA, LA Women’s Collective, and Shirley’s List PAC partnered in October to support
nine Black women running for local office in California. Women of color are vastly
underrepresented in elected office, and supporting women early in their careers sets
them up to be recruited for higher office down the road. We have a unique
opportunity and obligation here in California to drive resources to their campaigns.
Our inaugural Shirley’s List event raised over $75,000, and four of our nine candidates
went on to victory in November.

SPOTLIGHT: SHIRLEY'S LIST

"The support EWBA provides to women candidates and elected representatives is so important to increasing diversity
among our elected officials.  EWBA plays a key role in making those who govern our country look like America."
- Barbara Grasseschi, Wine Country

"EWBA is more than a group of donors, it's a community. I know that when women come together, things get done. EWBA
sets out to accomplish our goals together, and our top priority is supporting and electing smart, capable women." 

- Kristen Garlinghouse, Silicon Valley



EWBA, in collaboration with our
sister organization in Los
Angeles, the LA Women’s
Collective, published full-page
ads in the SF Chronicle and LA
Times on Nov. 23 urging Gov.
Gavin Newsom to appoint a
woman of color to fill the
remainder of Sen. Kamala
Harris’ term.

Despite our best efforts, Gov.
Newsom announced on Dec. 22
that CA Secretary of State Alex
Padilla would fill the open seat.
We will continue to advocate for
the elevation of women and
women of color to national
office.

We are sharing links here to
some of the coverage:

Vox Recode

SF Chronicle

Politico

Huff Post
Fox News

KTVU

Take a closer look at the
advertisement by clicking here.

SPOTLIGHT: 'DEAR GOV. NEWSOM'
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https://www.vox.com/recode/2020/11/22/21587965/california-donors-gavin-newsom-kamala-harris-senate-seat-woman-of-color?link_id=0&can_id=26259a1d84c7f8f2b01312f6c2a3221c&source=email-so-many-updates-and-gratitude&email_referrer=email_1003057&email_subject=so-many-updates-and-gratitude
https://www.sfchronicle.com/politics/article/Pressure-rising-on-Newsom-about-who-will-replace-15749407.php
https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/11/22/newsom-faces-new-pressure-to-fill-harris-seat-with-woman-of-color-instead-of-presumed-favorite-1337700?link_id=1&can_id=26259a1d84c7f8f2b01312f6c2a3221c&source=email-so-many-updates-and-gratitude&email_referrer=email_1003057&email_subject=so-many-updates-and-gratitude
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/gavin-newsom-kamala-harris-seat_n_5fbb3d01c5b6e4b1ea43d269
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/california-donors-to-urge-gov-newsom-to-fill-vp-elect-kamala-harris-senate-seat-with-woman-of-color-report
https://www.ktvu.com/news/calls-mount-to-choose-woman-of-color-to-replace-harris-in-senate
http://electingwomenbayarea.org/dear-governor-newsom/


After a bittersweet 2020 election cycle, we begin the new year with Democratic
control of the White House and both arms of Congress—a significant and hard-fought
accomplishment that should be celebrated. While this brings hope and an
opportunity to move our progressive values forward (and make up for lost time), we
have a lot of work to do, starting with increasing our margins in both the House and
Senate—both for Democrats and women.

Despite our best efforts, there was little progress for Democratic women at the
federal level in 2020. Women make up 27 percent of Congress and 18 percent of
governorships. With Kamala Harris’s departure from the Senate, there are only three
women of color and no Black women in the Senate. There has never been a Black
woman governor in US history. But we can change that.

Our first priority in the 2022 cycle will be to defend Govs. Gretchen Whitmer (MI),
Michelle Lujan Grisham (NM), Laura Kelly (KS), and Janet Mills (ME), as well as Sens.
Maggie Hassan (NH), Tammy Duckworth (IL), and Catherine Cortez Masto (NV). We
are keeping close tabs on upcoming announcements (hint: Stacey Abrams). And stay
tuned for updates about the 2021 gubernatorial race in Virginia.

We miss seeing all of our members and candidates in-person and we’re anxious to be
together again when it's safe. We are optimistic that candidates will begin to travel
later this year and we look forward to finally visiting with each other when the time is
right. Giving Democratic women the resources they need to run and win is our
ultimate mission, but fostering our community of like-minded friends and channeling
our shared energy and passion toward this cause remains our top priority. We will
continue to host virtual events with candidates and political briefings until we can be
together in-person.

As we continue to expand, especially in the East Bay and Wine Country, we urge
you to take a look at the membership information on the next page and share
it with friends or family who may be interested in getting involved. Thank you
for being a part of our EWBA community and all you do to champion women.

A LOOK AHEAD
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Our greatest strength is our members themselves, and we are fortunate that our
community has remained strong and consistent over the last five years. Plans to
grow our newest groups in the East Bay and Wine Country were impacted by the
pandemic in 2020, and expanding our membership to support women candidates
remains a top priority this cycle.

Steering Committee members contribute $5,000 to the EWBA PAC and
make an additional commitment to contribute at least four $1,000
donations directly to candidates through our events throughout the year.

EWBA members contribute $1,000 annually to the EWBA PAC and make
an additional commitment of four $1,000 donations directly to
candidates through our events. EWBA hosts 10 to 12 yearly candidate
events and our members choose who to support. Membership includes
ongoing political briefings, race updates, newsletters, monthly calls with
special guests, and invitations to EWA convenings and other events.

MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE

Member

Steering
Committee

"I love being involved with Electing Women Bay Area as it connects me to like-minded community members who
prioritize their political giving on funding women and those who uplift them. I also appreciate the in-the-weeds details

about particular races and ways to make my dollars most impactful."
- Jennifer DiBrienza, Silicon Valley

"Electing Women Bay Area makes me a more connected and more focused donor. I know my giving is being leveraged
to elevate women's representation and electoral power across the country, and to be able to do that in connection
and company with our smart, mission-driven community of donors makes it not just important, but fun." 
- Gretchen Sisson, San Francisco
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TO RENEW OR BECOME A NEW MEMBER, CLICK HERE. 

https://womencount.org/teams/ewba-2021/
https://womencount.org/teams/ewba-2021/


Members of the Electing Women Bay Area Steering Committee help drive the vision
of the organization. The Steering Committee meets quarterly by conference call to
discuss internal operations, support recruitment, and make decisions about which
candidates to host.

We are grateful to our 2020 Steering Committee members and their dedication
and commitment to EWBA:

Shannon Hunt-Scott
Amy Pearl

Mary Powell
Sheila Schroeder
Karen Silverman
Gretchen Sisson

Jamie Van Horne Robinson
Carol Winograd

 

Kara Baysinger
Sara Brody
Emily Conn

Betsy Cotton
Andrea Dew Steele

Lisa Farmer
Kristen Garlinghouse
Barbara Grasseschi
Elizabeth Howard
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STEERING COMMITTEE



Members of the EWBA team are paid hourly contractor fees for the services and
expertise they provide. We also have a robust paid summer internship program to
help encourage and develop early participation in politics among young people.

A subcommittee of the Steering Committee reviews financial statements with the
executive director on a quarterly basis to provide oversight of our finances.

SF-based Sutton Law Firm provides legal services, and View Avenue Group manages
compliance, reporting, and other bookkeeping responsibilities.

EWBA collects membership donations into our PAC. These funds are used to cover the costs of
our operations, including a lean staff, event costs, and compliance. We also make direct
contributions to the candidates we support each cycle. Members of the EWBA team also travel to
national conventions and EWA convenings to connect with other leaders of women’s political
groups around the country.

FINANCIALS
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2019 2020

TOTAL COSTS:  $127,500 TOTAL COSTS: $141,500



Stacy Mason, Executive Director 
Stacy was a co-founder of Electing Women San Francisco in 2015 and became
executive director of EWBA in 2017. She also serves as executive director of
WomenCount, a donation platform for Democratic women candidates, and is
involved with the operations and growth of EWBA’s umbrella organization Electing
Women Alliance. Previously, she worked in political journalism, serving as editor-
in-chief of Roll Call, the newspaper that covers the U.S. Congress; associate
publisher of The Federal Paper, a newspaper focusing on the White House and
politics; and development director at The Economist. She holds a BA from Tufts
University and a master’s degree from Northwestern’s Medill School of Journalism.
She lives in Palo Alto.

Allison Palmer, Development Associate 
Prior to joining EWBA, Allison served as the Donor Relations & Programs
Coordinator for John Muir Health Foundation, a non-profit that supports the John
Muir Health hospital system in the East Bay Area. Allison also worked for The
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, coordinating major events in San Francisco. She
received a BA in Communications Studies and a BA in Multicultural & Gender
Studies from California State University, Chico, where she graduated in 2015.
Allison lives in Berkeley and enjoys hiking, traveling, and exploring new restaurants
and bakeries.

Alexandra Acker-Lyons, Political Director 
Alexandra is the President and Founder of AL Advising, a philanthropic and political
consulting firm, working with individual and institutional donors. She is also the
Director of Strategic Initiatives for the Chambers Initiative. She previously served as
Director of the Youth Engagement Fund at the Democracy Alliance, Executive
Director of Young Democrats of America, Executive Director of Democratic GAIN,
and worked in various capacities for the John Kerry for President campaign,
Planned Parenthood Federation of America, the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, and Rep. Nita
Lowey. Alexandra is also the author of The Political Ladder: Insider Tips on Getting a
Job in Politics. She graduated summa cum laude from the State University of New
York at Binghamton. Alexandra currently lives in Denver, CO.

EWBA TEAM
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THANK YOU!


